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To the Secretary of Statai

, By the autherity vegted in me as Governor,
I héreby file with you my disapproval and veto House Bill Noe. -~
161, known as the Minimum Wege Bill, and as explanatory of my
vato make the following cbgervation in regerd 'to sald bill.

1 am convinoed beyomd doubt that the bill as it is
written is unoonstitutional and void becaunse it in express
terms exempts from the operation of the bill certain olasses, vizi.
{a) domestic servise; () mursasi (o) farmers end rench laborg.(d)
certain students in schools and colleges; (@) telephome exchangesj
{2) merchentile esteblishments of all olassesj (g0 laundriesiin’
citles, towns, villages whosd population wae 4950 or less g8 ghown :
by the Fedsral oensus of 1920, and which do not employ morg than
twelve women and minors; (k) women and minors whose compensation o
is meesured by the plece only and who do not work under the super- .
vision of employers; (i) and such aged, defective, deflolent or
orippled psrsons as shall be licensed by the County Judge for &
period of twalve months, the mumber of such defactivas, howaver,
$0 be employed in any one gstablishment being 1limited to twenty
per cent of the. total mumber of women and-minors 8s in the oase of

gpprantices.

o

411 of these exceptions in the way and menner in which
they are written gconstitute this pill olass legislation, which is 5
prohibited by Seotion 19 of Articls 1 of the Comstitution of the * A
Stete which provides that "no oitizen of this State shall be deprived .Y
of life, liberty, property, privileges or {mmnities, exocept by ‘dug e
oourse of the law of the land"j and also of Section 56 of Artiocle ALY
3 of the Comstitution which provides that the Legislaturg "shall no% .
axoept a8 otherwise provided in the Constitution, pass any loocal or
specisl law regulating 1aboy, trads, mining and mexufacturing's and -
of Section 1 of the Pourteanth Amendment to the Comstitution of the .

person of lifae, 1iberty or property without due process of lew, nor
dany to any person within its Juridiotion the equal protection of the
1aw'e . _ N
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Aside from this bill being unoonstitv.tiom&l. it is
gubjact to the ‘gavarest oriticlem for the reason that the except-
jong are 80 numer ous thst - they wholly disoredit the parpose and
intent of the legislation. gpose whom it 1is intended %0 penefit
are taken out of the bill by _.exoaptiona. The axcaptions to the -
i1l are nol founded upon any just or legal pasis for aisorimination
but are a.rbitraryand gonstitute & spacific preference in favoy of
the- partioular exoeptions in other words, olear end ummistakable olass
;Legislation; ’ - . ,

i Pven if the bill ghould be constitutitionel, 1t except-
ions 80 thoroughly aisoredit it that I would not pe warrented 1n
permitt_mg 1t 10 become & 1awes Thie bill is 80 impractioablp, 80
unworkable, 80 1ngonsistent with ite real intent that 1 ghall not
_attempt to point out its meny objeotionablg fegturases 12 possi=

ble, this pill is more defective and unworksble than the original

1sw on the gubjeot which was @xprassly ropesied VY Senate Bill NO.

&), pasged vy tha Legislature whioch recantly. adjournsde

. 1 do not desire to be understood &8 saying in this veto

that it is not possible to have & minimam wage pill which will be

free grom-gonstitutional objeotion end whioh will be just and en~
tirqly workevle, and which should be gnactad into & Law, btut this
“pill is not such an acte 1 therefora, vato and disapprove this

- bpill and am this day, for reasons ptated, tnerewith £iled, approve
ing the bpill repealing ths sot of the $6th Laegislature vihich €8~
tablished the Industrial Welfsxe Oommisslione This will leave ths
gubjeot of wages entirely open for future jegislativa conpideration.

- Very s;naerely,’ ‘
W

Governore

i Department of State,
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